KUBISMUS 1910-1919

This year we commemorate the 130th anniversary of the author of this building - one of
the most important 20th-century Czech architects Josef Gocar. Gocar's Black Madonna
House was one of the first Cubist buildings in Prague. As model demonstration of
Cubist form, the building nonetheless naturally fits into the historical environment
of the Old Town and is an adornment to the famous Royal Way. With the renovation of
the building and its transformation into the Museum of Czech Cubism by the National
Gallery in Prague in collaboration with the Museum of Decorative Arts (MDA) and
the National Technical Museum, Prague has gained a unique monument that has no
parallel in the world. The application of Cubism to architecture, interiors, furniture and
accessories was a specific original Czech contribution to modern European heritage.
Apart from Go&dr, those associated with it were the architects Pavel Janak, Vlastislav
Hofman, Josef Chochol, Otakar Novotny, Antonin Prochéazka, Jan Kropacek, Emil
Kralicek, and later Rudolf Stockar and Bedfich Feuerstein and others. Small objects -
pottery, glass, lamps and metal fittings — were made by the co-operative Artél (1908),
and furniture and larger metal works were produced from 1912 by the Prague Art
Workshop founded by Gocar, Janak and Chochol with the financial assistance of
Dr. Odolen Konstantin Grégr. The furniture making works, located in Dlouha Boulevard
and later in Veleslavinova Street, produced commissioned furniture suites for
individuals, mostly the colleagues and friends of the architects, but also some suites
purchased by chance customers, as the latters’ estates inventories show.
One of the customers of the Prague Art Workshop was the young art historian Vaclav
Vilém Stech (1885-1974), a contemporary of members of the Group and a great
promoter of Cubism. His furniture, made in 1914, is one of a number of suites that
were far-sightedly purchased for the Museum of Decorative Arts at a time when there
was no major interest in this curious furniture. In this work Gocar is returning to a
monumental style. The fully upholstered couch from this suite with its backrest of three
graduated triangles", the ottoman?, and other furniture pieces have become icons of
Czech Cubism. The desk with shelf superstructure evokes the writing desks of the
Biedermeier period, while the dresser applies dynamic Cubist form to a traditional
type of furniture. The cabinet is more diminutive with asymetrically designed doors
treated like most of Gocar’s Cubist furniture with ebonised oak veneer set in geometric
figures.

The bedroom and study for the actor Otto Boleska is of later date, 1913, (the property
of the National Museum acquired together with the actor’s estate for the theatre
department) and is in the colour chord of black and white. For commissioned interiors
Gocar typically worked closely with the client and tried not just to give the furniture
a functional form, but to give it something of the character and personality of the
future owner while maintaining the natural beauty and originality of the design.

The exhibition, which temporarily enlarges the permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism,
includes furniture and architectural designs by Gocar that were recently discovered

in the graphics collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague.

Daniela Karasova
August 2010
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,Ischechischer Kubismus” in den Raumen des kubistischen Hauses ,,U cerné matky bozi'
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E.Filla, B.Kubista, V.Benes, J.Capek, A.Prochazka, V.Spala, J.Zrzavy, O.Nejedly, O.Kubin, O.Gutfreund



AT SR T S SO

¥a

-
L

Emil Filla— mein Lieblingsbild
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Kubismus beeinflusste ebenfalls Architekten und Gestalter
— vom Mobiliar bis zum Geschirr...




Prunkstiicke des kubistischen Mobiliars
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